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A. Applicant Letters and Partnership Letters
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B. State DOT Letters of Support

.“'ﬁgnﬂs"'ﬁ' - i ) Governor Toeny Evers
> ‘,,& Wizsconzin Department of Transportation Secretary Kristina Boardman
a £ Office of Ihe Secretary '.jJirs_accnrmlsir-:m.-;cm

= 4522 Madison Yards Way, 5903 Telephone: {308) 266-1114
%’ Madizon, WI 53705 FAX: {508) 2668912
Tor TR ' Email: DOTExec@dot wi.gov

June 17, 2025

Carl Ringgold

Program Manager

Regional Infrastructure Accelerator
Build America Bureau

1200 New Jersey Ave SE

Room W12-426

Washington, DC 20590
RIA@Ddot. gov

202-366-0751

RE: Great Lakes Regional Infrastructure Accelerator 2025 sponsored by the Morthwoods Rail
Transit Commission

Dear Program Manager Ringgold,

The Wisconsin Department of Transportation supports the Northwoods Rail Transit Commission
Great Lakes Regional Infrastructura Accelerator application for a two-year technical
assistance period to support the predevelopment aclivities fo leverage federal granis and Build
Amernica loan programs such ag RIFF and TIFIA. The amount being requested is 51.5 million.
Mo match is required.

Wisconsin and neighboring states have many disconnected segments of railroad, and because
of recent mergers and acquisitions these networks no longer connect to imporiant marine and
intermodal terminals and Class 1 railroads. The Regional Infrastructure Accelerator (RIA)
program also supports passenger rail activities, and can provide technical assistance which is
critical for pregram funding. If awarded, this grant will support rail, marine, freight and
passenger connections. There are 24 RIAs in the U.S. today, but very few midwestern programs
are aimed af the revitalization of rail and marine infrastructure to support regional manufacturing
and distribution. These technical assistance centers help rural and regional industries and
proeducers develop better projects which can compete more effectively for federal fransportation
program dollars.

We support this application fo provide additional technical support through this RI1A grant
funding, to assist planning efforis for the redevelopment of the Great Lakes rail networks to
better serve freight and pazsengers.

Sincerely,

Y J|1,+a.,¢-r;§"?f1-¢4,ﬁtiﬂ—

Kristina Boardman
Secretary
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llinois Department of Transportation

Office of the Secretary
2300 South Dirksen Parkway / Springfield, lllinois / 62754
Telephone 217/782-6148

June 23, 2025

The Honorable Sean Duffy
Secretary of Transportation

U.5. Department of Transportation
1200 Mew Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Duffy:

The lllinois Department of Transportation {IDOT) supports the Northwoods Rail
Transit Commission Regional Infrastructure Accelerator (RIA) application for
the Great Lakes Fegional Infrastructure Accelerator. This initiative will support a
two-year technical assistance period for predevelopment activities that will
leverage Federal grants and Build America loan programs such as RIFF and
TIFIA.

lllincis and neighboring states have many disconnected segments of railroad,
and because of recent mergers and acquisitions these networks no longer
connect to important marine and intermodal terminals and Class 1 railroads.
This grant will support the reconnection of those rail and maring, freight and
passenger terminals. There are 24 RIA’s in the U.5. today and this program has
very few midwestern programs aimed at the revitalization of rail and marine
infrastructure to support regional manufacturing and distribution. This technical
assistance will help rural and regional industries and producers develop better
projects to compete more effectively for federal transportation program dollars.

IDOT supports this application to provide additional technical support through
RIA grant funding, to assist planning efforts for the redevelopment of the Great
Lakes rail networks to better serve freight and passengers across the Midwest
and the country.

Thank you for your consideration of this important project.

Sincerel

Gia Biagi
Secretary
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GOVERMOR DEPARTMENT EF TRANSPORTATION DIRECTOR T
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June 242025

Carl Ringgold, Program Manager
Regional Infrastructure Accelerator

Build America Bureau

1200 Mew Jersey Ave SE; Room \W12-426
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Carl Ringgold:

On behalf of the Michigan Depariment of Transporiation (MDOT), | am writing to express
support for the Northwoods Rail Transit Commission's Great Lakes Regional Infrastructure
Accelerator (RIA) application for a two-year technical assistance period. This would support
predevelopment activities to leverage federal grants and Build America Loan Programs such as
the Railroad Rehabilitation and Improvement Financing and the Transporiation Infrastructure
Finance and Innovation Act The Norhwoods Rail Transit Commission has identified more than
2200 million in eligible projects and is requesting $1.5 million for this project.

Michigan and neighboring states have many disconnected segments of railroad, and because of
recent mergers and acquisitions, these networks no longer connect to important marine and
intermodal terminals and Class 1 railroads. The RIA technical assistance program supporis
passenger rail activities by providing technical assistance that is critical for program funding. If
awarded, this grant will support rail, marine, freight, and passenger connections. There are 24
RlA&s in the U.5. today, very few in the Midwest, aimed af the revitalization of rail and marine
infrastructure to support regional manufacturing and distribution. These technical assistance
centers help rural and regional industries and producers develop better projecis which can
compete more effectively for federal transporiation program dollars.

MDOT supporis this application to provide additional fechnical support through this RIA grant
funding, fo assist planning efforis for the redevelopment of the Great Lakes rail networks to
betier zerve freight and passengers. If you have any further questions, please feel free fo
contact either me or Enc Mullen, Administrator, Asset Management and Policy Division, at
317-331-6169, or MullenE@michigan.gov.

Sincerely,

E-EK3NED by Sradiey ©. Wisferich, PE.
on 20250524 97556 EOT

Bradley C. Wieferich, P.E.
Director

Enclosure

cc: Eric Mullen

MURRAY O VAN WASONER BUILDHNG - PLO. BOX 30050 - LANSING, MICHIGAN 48309
wearw. Michigangow/MDOT = 517-241-2400
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C. University Letters of Support

. . Rail Transportation Program

Michigan 318 Dilman Holl

T;EEPH‘?]uglnal 1400 Townsend Drive

University Houghton, M! 43931
S06-487-3547

WwweL nail miv. edwy

June 25, 2025

Carl Ringgold - Program Manager
Regional Infrastructure Accelerator

Build America Bureau

1200 Mew lersey Ave SE  Room W12-426
Washington, DC 20590

RlA@dot gov  202-366-0751

Subject: Great Lakes Regional Infrastructure Accelerator 2025 sponsored by the
Northwoods Rail Transit Commission.

Michigan Tech University supports the Morthwoods Rail Transit Commission Great
Lakes Regional Infrastructure Accelerator application for a two-year technical
assistance period to support the predevelopment activities to leverage federal grants
and Build America loan programs such &z RIFF and TIFIA. The amount The Northwoods
Rail Transit Commission is requesting is $1.5 million.

Michigan Tech University is interested in supporting the railroads and ports in our
region in need of technical assistance activities supported by this Regional
Infrastructure Accelerator if funded. Michigan Tech has been leading entity on several
studies over the past twenty years that have been investigating the state of freight rail
transportation in the area and Dr. Lautala has been an appointment memkber to a State
of Michigan Logistics and Supply Chain Collaboration Commission.

The extent of network in the region has been witnessing decline over a long period of
time, partially due to changes in industrial landscape, partially due to changes in
network ownership. As a results, the system no longer connects to important marine
and imtermodal terminals and Class 1 railroads. The BIA program also supports
passenger rail activities for which the RlA technical assistance can provide technical
assistance which is critical for program funding. W awarded, this grant will support
rail and marine, freight and passenger connections. There are 24 RlIA's in the U 5. today
and this program has very few midwestern programs aimed at the revitalization of rail
and marine infrastructure to support regional manufacturing and distribution. These
technical assistance centers help rural and regional industries and producers develop
better projects which can compete more effectively for federal transportation program
dollars.

@ Rail Transportation Program
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Michigan Tech’s Rail Transportation Program (RTP) is interested in supporting
educational and outreach activities which may include webinars or other special
projects as identified. We support this application to provide additional technical
support through this RIA program and hope to assist planning efforts for the
redevelopment of the Great Lakes rail networks to better serve freight and passengers.

Sincerely yours,

: T
\ - . ———

PasiLautala, Ph.D., P.E.

Professor, Civil, Env. & Geospatial Engineering
Associate Dean for Research, College of Engineering
Director, Rail Transportation Program

Michigan Tech University
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MICHIGAN STATE
UNIVERSITY

June 23, 2025

Carl Ringgold - Program Manager
Regional Infrastructure Accelerator
Build America Bureau

1200 New Jersey Ave SE Room W12-426
Washington, DC 20590

Rla@dot gov 202-366-0751

Subject: Great Lakes Regional Infrastructure Accelerator 2025 sponsored by
the Northwoods Rail Transit Commission

Michigan State University's Eli Broad College of Business, through the Center for
Railway Research and Education (CRRE), supports the Morthwoods Rail Transit
Commission’s application for the Great Lakes Regional Infrastructure
Accelerator. The proposal seeks $1.5 million in federal funding for a two-year
technical assistance effort, no local match required, to advance predevelopment
activities that will position eligible projects to pursue grants and Build America
Bureau loan programs such as RRIF and TIFIA.

CRRE iz positioned to support railroads and ports in the region that reguire
technical assistance to address infrastructure gaps stemming from recent
network changes, including disconnections from key marine terminals,

Th“c';ﬁlﬂ':ﬁ intermodal facilities, and Class | railroads. The Accelerator's inclusion of
B“:ﬁmgs passenger rail development also aligns with regional needs and offers a pathway

for improved project competitiveness.
Center for Raihway

Research and If awarded, the Accelerator would help strengthen freight and passenger

Education
connectivity across the Great Lakes. While 24 Accelerators currently operate
James B. Henry Center o across the .S, there is limited representation in the Midwest focused
Execufive Development

3535 Forest Rosd specifically on rail and marine infrastructure redevelopment in support of regional
Lensma MBS |ogistics and manufacturing.
Tak +1-517-353-5857

A e MSU*s Department of Supply Chain Management - ranked #1 nationally for
undergraduate and #2 for graduate programs, offers unmatched expertise in
logistics, procurement, transportation, and operations. These capabilitiez are
directly relevant to modal shift strategies and can inform infrastructure planning
that enhances economic vitality and quality of life across the Great Lakes region.
MSU’s research and outreach in sustainable logistics and intermodal freight
systems can help quantify and amplify the benefits of shifting freight and
passenger traffic to rail, including reduced emissions, congestion relief, and
improved regional mobility.
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In addition, MSLU brings unique institutional resources that extend beyond what
traditional consultants can offer. The university’s faculty and students are actively
engaged in applied research, data analysis, and policy evaluation. MSLs
experience in successful grant writing and administration, supported by
dedicated research offices and distance learning platforms, enables scalable
support for technical assistance, stakeholder engagement, and workforce
development. These assets can be mobilized to support the Accelerator’s
mission and ensure long-term impact.

Az part of this initiative, CERE is available to contribute to associated educational
and outreach activities, including webinars and special projects. We support the
Commission’s application and welcome opportunities to assist in the planning
and advancement of transportation infrastructure projects in the region.

Sincerely yours,
Valerii Kucherenko, MBA, CCLP, M.ENG
Director, Railway Education

GREAT LAKES REGIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE ACCELERATOR



The Eli Broad
College of
Business

Center for Raihway
Research and
Education

James B, Henry Center foe
Exmcufve Dayslopmen
2235 Forest Rosd
Lensing, Mil 43510

Tk +1-517-353-5857
ralsducaion.com

MICHIGAN STATE
UNIVERSITY

Educational and Outreach Activities in support of Great Lakes Regional Infrastructure
Accelerator 2025 sponsored by the Northwoods Rail Transit Commission

1. Intermadal [Freight] Connectivity Enhancements

Opportunity: Expand imtermodal capacity and capability at underutiized terminals such as
Monroce, MI; Bums Harbor, IN, Duluth, MM; and Cleveland, OH to utifize potential Great Lakes
containerized shipping services and then explore potential locations of smaller inland terminals
that, with innovative operations, could support intermodal train blocks (e.g., Grand Rapids, M)
to stimulate growth in their hinterland and remove congestion from the crowded highway
systemn and potentially reduce traffic accidents.

Rationale: Canadian Mational Railway is already investing in these areas to improve yard
operations and intermnodal throughput (1), RIA support could accelerate these upgrades and
integrate them with regional supply chains.

2. Reconnection of Disrupted Freight Corridors [Multi-modal]

Opportunity: Restore andfor reconfigure rail connections severed by recent mergers and
acquisiions with service improvements potentially available wia shortline and regional rail
operators.

Rationale: Many rural and indusirial areas hawve lost direct access to Class | railroads and
marine terminals. A targeted study and infrastructure plan could identify reconnection points
and prioditize investments.

3. [Passenger] Rail Expansion and Modernization

Opportunity: Support Amirak's State-supported and Inter-City passenger services such as the
‘Wolverine and Blue Water routes by restoring double-track segments for potential additional
service frequencies, improved customer choice and enhanced station infrastructure and local
transit connectivity.

Rationale: Amtrak received funding to restore double-track capacity between Glenwood Road
and Miles (2). Additional RIA support could extend these improvements and enhance service
refiability and speed. The success of additional frequencies on the Borealis route betwesn
Minneapolis!St. Paul and Chicago indicates a real opporfunity fo cost-effectively improve
service frequency, and modal ransfer from road with associated safety benefits.

4_ Rural Rail S5afety and Grade Crossing Improvements

Opportunity: Expand on MSUWs LIDAR and radar-based rural crossing safety research fo
implenment physical upgrades across high-risk comidors in the Great Lakes and Upper Midwest,
Rationale: M3U's Connected and Autonomous Metworked ‘ehicles for Active Safety
{CAMNWVAS) research center has developed advanced sensing and perception technologies,
including LIDAR and radar fusion, for hazard detection in low-visibilty and rural environments
{2]). These capabilties, originally designed for autonomous wehicles, are being adapted fo
improve situational awareness at rural rail crossings. Leveraging this research (4] to guide
infrastructure upgrades, such as enhanced signage, lighting, and sensor-based waming
systems, can reduce collisions and improwe safety across underserved regions.

5. Marine-Rail Integration for Port Access

Opportunity: Build on recent multimodal investrnents in Ludington and Alpena by expanding
last-mile rail access and transload infrastructure at regional ports across the Great Lakes.
Rationale: While Michigan's 5186.4M inwvestment in Ludington and 327.1M in the Alpena
comidor are important precedents, similar needs exist throughowt the region. According to the
European Union Agency for Railways, seambess rail-port integration is essential for reducing
emissions, improving freight efficiency, and supporting modal shift goals (5). Enhancing
terminal infrastructure and intermodal connectivity at smaller ports, such as those in Wisconsin,
Minnesota, and Michigan, can unlock new opportunities for bulk commodity movemssent and
regional economic development ().
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&. Regional Rail Innovation Hulb

Opportunity: Establish a technical assistance and innovation hub in partnership with M= Rail,
EMSCO, and other subject matter experts (SMEs), including independent consultants, to
support predevelopment, modeling, and stakeholder engagement

Rationale: M=V Rail, the research subsidiary of the Association of American Railroads, and
EMSCO, 3 leader in rail safety and inspection technologies, both offer deep expertise in testing,
data analytics, and infrastructure mnovation 7). MS5U's CRRE maintzins strong working
redationships with both organizations. Parinering with MEUs academic resources and
leveraging SMEs' flexability can create a cenfralized, multidisciplinary hub to help rural and
regionzal stakeholders develop competitive federal grant applications. This model would provide
services beyond what traditional consulting firms offer, such as applied research, workforce
development, and long-term institutional supgport (2],
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MICHIGAM EMGINEERING

NAVAL ARCHITECTURE & MARINE ENGINEERING

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

Thomas A McKenney

Associate Professor of Engineering Practice

Naval Architecture & Marine Engineering

2600 Draper Drive, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48100-2143
tmeckenne@umich.edo

June 15, 2024

Carl Ringgold - Program Manager
Eegional Infrastructure Accelerator

Build America Burean

1200 New Jersey Ave SE Room W12-426
Washington, DC 20590

FIA@dotgov 202-366-0751

Subject: Great Lakes Regional Infrastructure Accelerator 2025 sponsored by the Northwoods Rail
Transit Commissiomn.

Dear Mr. Ringgold,

I'would like to express my support for the Northwoods Rail Transit Commiszion Great Lakes Regional
Infrastructure Accelerator application for a two-vear technical assistance period to support the
predevelopment activities to leverage federal grants and Build America loan programs such as RIFF and
TIFIA. The amount The Northwoods Rail Transit Commission is requesting is $1.5 million. No match 1s
required.

As part of University of Michigan’s Department of Naval Architectore and Marine Engineering. I am
interested in supporting the railroads and ports in our region in need of technical assistance activities
supported by this Begional Infrastructure Accelerator, if funded. As the leader of the State of Michigan's
ongoing Maritime Strategy project. it has been identified that these networks no longer connect to
important marine and intermodal terminals and Class 1 railroads. If awarded, this grant will support rail
and marine, freight and passenger connections. There are 24 BIA's in the U.S. today and this program has
very few midwestern programs aimed at the revitalization of rail and marine infrastructure to support
regional manufactering and distribution. These technical assistance centers help rural and regional
industries and producers develop better projects which can compete more effectively for federal
transportation program dollars.

As a university we are interested in supporting educational and outreach activities which may include
webinars or other special projects as identified. We support this application to provide additional technical
support through this BIA program and hope to assist planning efforts for the redevelopment of the Great
Lakes rail and marine networks to better serve freight and passengers.

Sincerely,

Ve

Thomas McKenney
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June 23, 2025

Carl Rimggold - Program Manager
Regional Infrestructure Accelerator
Build America Bureau

1200 New lersey Ave 5E Room W12-425
Washington, DC 20330

RiA@dot gov 202-365-0731

Subject: Great Lakes Regional Infrastructurs Accelerator 2025 sponsored by the Northwoods Rail
Transit Commisgion.

DePaul University's Chaddick Inatitute for Metropolitan Development, which focuses on
transportation and economic development, supports the Northwoods Rail Transit Commission’s
Great Lakes Regional Infrestructura Accelerator spplication for 8 two-year technical assistance
period to support predevelopment activities that leverage federal grantz and Build America loan
pragrams, such as RIFF and TIFIA. The amount the Morthwoods Rail Tranzit Commisaion ia regqueating
iz 31.3 million. Mo match is required.

Chur univeraity center, located in downtown Chicago, is interested in supporting the railroads and
porta in our region in need of technical sssistance sctivities, supported by thizs Begionsal Infrastructure
Accelerator if funded. Due to recent mergers and acquisitions, these networks no longer connect to
important marine and intermodsl terminals and Claes 1 reilroads. The RIA program alao supports
paszaenger rail activities, for which RlA technical assistance can provide critical support, which iz
ezzential for program funding. If swarded, this grant will support rail and marine, freight and
pasaenger connectiona. There are 24 BlAs in the U.5. today, and thizs program has very few Midwestern
initiatives aimed at revitalizing rail and marine infrastructure to support regional manufacturing and
distribution. These technical assistance centera help rural and regional industries and producers
develop better projects that can compete more effectively for federal transportation program dollars.

Chur univeraity center is interested in supporting educational and outreach sctivities, which could
include webinars or other specisl projects a3 identified. We suppart thiz application to provide
additional technical support through this RIA program and hope to a=aist in planning efforta for the
redevelopment of the Great Lakes reil networks to better serve freight and pessengera.

Sincerely,

511._:,\_? Sz

Joseph P. Schwisterman, Ph.D.
Profiessor, School of Public Service, DePaul University
Director, Chaddick Institute for Metropolitan Development |jachwiet@depanl edu
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Transpe

Chambers Hall

B0 Foster Street

Evanston, lineis 60208

chioinerthwesternedu
CMice 847, 490, 7287
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June 23, 2025

Carl Ringgold - Program Manager
Regional Infrastructure Acceleratar

Build America Bureau

1200 Mew Jersey Ave SE Room W12-428
Washington, DC 20390

RlA@dot.gov 202-365-0751

Subject: Great Lakes Regional Infrastructure Accelerator 2025 sponsored by the Northwoods
Rail Transit Commission.

Morthwestern University Transportation Center (NUTC) supports the Northwoods Rail Transit
Commission Great Lakes Regional Infrastructure Accelerator application for 2 two-year
technical assistance period to support the predevelopment activities to leverage federal grants
and Build America loan programs such as RIFF and TIFIA. The amount The Northwoods Rail
Transit Commission is requesting iz $1.5 million. No match is required.

MUTC is interested in suppaorting the railroads and ports in cur region in need of technical
assistance activities supported by this Regional Infrastructure Accelerator if funded. If awarded,
this grant will support rail and marine, freight and passenger connections. There are 24 RIA's in
the U.5. today and this program has very few midwestern programs aimed at the revitalization of
rail and marine infrastructure to suppert regiconal manufacturing and distribution. These technical
assistance centers help rural and regional industries and producers develop better projects which
can compete more effectively for federal transportation pregram dollars.

As a university-based transportation research center, we are interested in supperting educational
and cutreach activities that may include webinars or other special projects as identified. We
support this application to provide additionzl technical support through this RIA program and
hope to assist planning efforts for the redevelopment of the Great Lakes rail networks to better
serve freight and passengers.

Kind regards,

Breton L. Johnson
Senior Associate Director
Morthwestern University Transportation Center (NUTC)
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UNIVERSITY of W[SEDNSIN

June 23, 2025

Carl Ringgold - Program Manager
Reglonal Infrastructure Accelerator

Bulld America Bureau

1200 Mew Jarsay Ave SE, Room W12-428
Washington, DC 20590

Rla@dot.gov 202-366-0751

Suhject: Great Lakes Regional imfrostructure Accelerator 2025 — Sponsored by the Northwoods Rail Tronsit
Commission.

The University of Wisconsin-Superior's Transportation & Logistics Research Center [TLRC) supports the
Northwoods Rall Transit Commission's application for the 2025 Grest Lekes Reghonal Infrastructure Accelerator
[Ria). This twao-yesr technical assistance program will provide essential predevelopment support to help leverags
federal grants and Bulld America boan programs, Including RRIF and TIFIA.

We are Interested In supporting the rallroads and ports In our reglon In need of technical assistance, which this RI&
Initiative can offer If funded. Duee to recent mergers and acquisitions, oritical rall nebworks no longer connect
efficlently to key marine and Intermodal terminals and Cless | rallroads. The A& program also supports passenges
rall activities for which the ALA technical asslstance can provide technical assistance which ks critical for program
funding. If awarded, this grant will zupport rall and marine, fretght and passenger connactions.

The University of Wisconsin-Superior's TLRC would be pleased to participate in any, all or some combination of:
1. Hosteducational sessions on toplcs such as benefit-cost anakysis, project development frameworks, and
related aress.
2. Perticlpate In or co-host & podcast to share Insights, highlight case studies, and explore common
challangas.
3. Assist with applicant screening to evaluate project readiness and Identify areas for targeted support to
Irnprove cornpetitiveness.

We are also open to helping shape resource toolkits or tralming curricula, especially for smaller communities,
shippers, or short line operators that may face capacity constraints or entry barriers. We can support the
F.O.U.T.E.S Indtiathve In tribal communities in the Great Lakes Reglon.

A5 3 university research center, we are committed to supporting educational and outresch efforts. This may
Inchude hosting weblnars or contributing to special projects as needs arisa. We fully support this spplication to
provide additiongl technical support throwgh this RIA program and look forward to contributing to planning efforts
for the redevelopment of the Great Lekes rall networks to better serve frelght and passengers.

Sincershy yours,

Mel Czo, PhD, Director and Professor
Transportation & Loglstics Research Canter
Unlversity of Wisconsin-5uperior

Fhone: 715-384-E281
EMAIL: mcaol@uwsuper.edu

TRANSFORTATION AND LOGISTICS RESEARCH CENTER
Erlan=an Hall, Room 3 « Balkrep & Catlin « PO Box 2000 « Superior, WI 54320-4304
Phons: T15-394-B154 « FASE 715-304-3374
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D. Project Letters of Support

June 25, 2025

Carl Ringgold

Program Manager -Regional Infrastructure Accelerator
Build Americe Buraauw

1200 Mew Jersey fve 5E -Room W12-426

Wiashington, DC 20580

Rla@dot.gow 202-366-0751

Subject: Great Lakes Regional Infrastructure 2025 RIA Application

Wisconsin Transit & Realty Group supports the Great Lakes Regional Infrastructure
Accelerator Application, and my crganization is interestad in the support senices
propozed by the 2025 Regional Infrastructure Accelerstor Technical Assistance Center
provided by the Build Americe Bureau. | have submitted & project for the technical
ssEistance pipaline. If the proposed project, Kencsha Train Station TCD, after comsultation
and revienw with the technical azsistance center, is considerad financially viable and is
publicly supported, and if the funding program offered by the Build America Bureauis a
cost competitive solution for this transportation project the Wisconsin Transit & Realty
Group would consider moving foreward with an Innovative financing program provided by
thea Build Americe Bureaw.

Thie RLA program supports passenger rail sctivities for which the RLA tachnical assistance
program can provide technicel assistance which iz criticael for program funding. If
ewarded, this grant will support rail and marne, freight and passenger connections.

Wie support this application to provide additicnal techmical support through this RIA grant
funding. to azsist planning efforts for the redavelopment of the Great Lakes rail networks to
battar serve freight and pessangers.

Sincaraly yours,

Michael ). Garven
Executive Vice President
Wisconsin Transit & Realty Group

mEarveniEwis consintr. com
414-403-6205
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Development Potential

|Acrea | 30 ac|Residental Exec. $ 275,000,000
Ownership | Public |Housing other $ 65,000,000
Market Value | $22,000,000 |Commerical s 50,000,000
Option Costs ‘ $4,000,000 |Retall $ 20,000,000

Total $ 410,000,000
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Z : :
-(( Great Lakes Basin Transportation, Inc.

June 23, 2025

Carl Ringgold - Program Manager
Regional Infrastructure Accelerator
Build America Bureau

1200 New Jersey Ave SE Room W12-426
Washington, DC 20590

RIA@dot.gov 202-366-0751

Subject: Great Lakes Regional Infrastructure Accelerator 2025 sponsored by the
Northwoods Rail Transit Commission.

Great Lakes Basin Transportation supports the Northwoods Rail Transit Commission Great
Lakes Regional Infrastructure Accelerator application for a two-year technical
assistance period to support the predevelopment activities to leverage federal grants and
Build America loan programs such as RIFF and TIFIA. The amount The Northwoods Rail
Transit Commission is requesting is $1.5 million.

Great Lakes Basin Transportation is interested in supporting the railroads and ports in our
region in need of technical assistance activities supported by this Regional Infrastructure
Accelerator if funded. Due to recent mergers and acquisitions these networks no longer
connect to important marine and intermodal terminals and Class 1 railroads. The RIA
program also supports passenger rail activities for which the RIA technical assistance can
provide technical assistance which is critical for program funding. If awarded, this grant
will support rail and marine, freight and passenger connections. There are 24 RlAs in the
U.S. today and this program has very few midwestern programs aimed at the revitalization
of rail and marine infrastructure to support regional manufacturing and distribution. These
technical assistance centers help rural and regional industries and producers develop
better projects which can compete more effectively for federal transportation program
dollars.
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As a Surface Transportation Board class lll railroad, we are interested in exploring RRIF,
TIFIA and other competitive grants. We support this application to provide additional
technical support through this RIA program and hope to develop a rail project to better
serve freight and passengers.

Sincerely yours,

Frank Patton
Founder/Chairman
www.greatlakesbasin.net
708.212.1260
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June 25, 2025

Cart Ringgold - Program Manager
Regional Infrastructure Accelerator
Build America Bureau

1200 New Jersey Ave SE Room W12-426
Washington, DC 20590

RIA@dot.gov 202-366-0751

Subject: Great Lakes Regional Infrastructure Accelerator 2025 sponsored by the Northwoods
Rail Transit Commission.

City of Rochelle supports the Northwoods Rail Transit Commission Great Lakes Regional
Infrastructure Accelerator application for a two-year technical assistance period to support the
predevelopment activities to leverage federal grants and Build America loan programs such as RIFF
and TIFIA. The amount The Northwoods Rail Transit Commission is requesting is $1.5 million. No
match is required.

The City of Rochelle is interested in supporting the railroads and ports in our region in need of
technical assistance activities supported by this Regional Infrastructure Accelerator if funded. Due
to recent mergers and acquisitions these networks no longer connect to important marine and
intermodal terminals and Ciass 1 railroads. The RIA program also supports passenger rail activities
for which the RIA technical assistance can provide technical assistance which is critical for
program funding. If awarded, this grant will support rail and marine, freight and passenger
connections. There are 24 RIA’s in the U.S. today and this program has very few midwestern
programs aimed at the revitalization of rail and marine infrastructure to support regional
manufacturing and distribution. These technical assistance centers help rural and regional
industries and producers develop better projects which can compete more effectively for federal
transportation program dollars.

The City of Rochelle Railroad is interested in exploring RRIF, TIFIA loans and other competitive
grants, We support this application to provide additional technical support through this RIA
program and hope to develop a rail project to better serve freight and passengers.

Sincerely yours,

Jeff Flegenschuh - City Manager

CC: Sam Tesreau, PE - City Engineer/Rallroad Manager
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ABDW Logistics LLC
5166 Century Heights Ave
Bettendorf, 1A 52722

ABDW Logistics LLC

June 23, 2025

Carl Ringgold - Program Manager
Regional Infrastructure Accelerator

Build America Buraau

1200 New Jersey Ave SE, Room W12-426
Washington, DC 20550

Subject: Great Lakes Regional Infrastructure Accelerator 2025 sponsored by the Northwoods Roil Tronsit
Conwmission.

My business, ABDW Logistics LLC, supports the Northwoods Rail Transit Commission Great Lakes Regional
Infrastructure Accelerator application for a two-year technical assistance period to support the predevelopment
activities to leverage federal grants and Build America loan programs such as RIFF and TIFIA. The amount The
Morthwoods Rail Transit Commission is requesting is 31.5 million. No match is required.

ABDW Logistics LLC is interested in supporting the railroads and ports in our region in need of technical assistance
activities supported by this Regiconal Infrastructure Accelerator if funded. Due to recent mergers and acquisitions
these networks no longer connect to important marine and intermodal terminals and Class 1 railroads. The RIA
program also supports passenger rail activities for which the RIA technical assistance can provide technical assistance
which is critical for program funding. If awarded, this grant will support rail and marine, freight and passenger
connections. There are 24 RIA's in the U.S. toeday and this program has very few midwestern programs aimed at the
revitalization of rail and marine infrastructure to support regional manufacturing and distribution. These technical
assistance centers help rural and regional industries and producers develop better projects which can compete maore
effectively for federal transportation program dollars.

Specifically, my business is actively pursuing multiple cpportunities in the Midwestern US to develop facilities which
look to strengthen the supply chain by providing rail-te-truck interfaces for consumer products in markets where
existing intermodal options are less viable or lacking altogether. These facilities represent significant investment in
the community, provide job creation, as well as act as a hub of activity related to freight logistics, induding future
warehousing and manufacturing opportunities.

As a rail transloader, my organization is interested in exploring RRIF, TIFIA and other competitive grants. We support
this application to provide additicnal technical support through this RIA program and hope to develop a rail project
to better serve freight and passengers.

Sincerely yours,

Drew Wilson
Ownier
ABDW Logistics LLC
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ABDW Logistics LLC

Summary of Projects:

IL— Galesburg
¢ land acquisition - $350,000
¢+ Equipment - 51,200,000
¢ Structure - $400,000

IM — Gary
¢ Rail upgrades - 125,000
¢+ Equipment - 51,200,000
¢ Structure - $400,000

W — Pleasant Prairie
¢ Rail upgrades - 250,000
¢+ Equipment - 51,200,000
¢ Structure - $400,000

M| - Dearborn
»  Property Lease - 5100,000
¢+ Equipment - 51,200,000
¢ Structure - $400,000

MM — Lakeville
»  Property Lease - 5100,000
*  Equipment - 1,200,000
®  Structure - $400,000

In each case, project is expected to target consurmer goods currently moving over-the-road by strategically placing
projects on the rail network in a way that maximizes the speed and effidency of that carrier. Facilities utilize
automated technology to handle products with minimal touch, reducing labor cost and increasing efficiency. Each
location is expected to create ~5 jobs, as well as to provide as a catalyst for additional ancillary growth in related

industries such as warehousing and manufacturing.
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E. Trade Association Letters of Support

2 MICHIGAN
i:@ SOYBEAN

COMMITTEE

June 235, 2025

Car Ringgold - Program Manager
Regional Infrastructure Accelerator
Build America Bureau

1200 New Jerzey Ave SE Room W12-426
Washington, DC 20550

Rla@dot gov 202-366-0751

Subject: Great Lakes Regional Infrastructure Accelerator 2025 sponsored by the
Northwoods Rail Transit Commission.

Michigan Soybean Committee supports the Morthwoods Rail Transit Commission Great
Lakes Regional Infrastructure Accelerator application for a two-year technical
assistance period to support the predevelopment activities to leverage federal grants and
Build America loan programs such as RIFF and TIFIA. The amount The Morthwoods Rail
Transit Commission is requesting is $1.5 million. Mo match is required.

Michigan Soybean Committee is interested in supporting the railroads and ports in the
region in need of technical assistance activities supported by this Regional Infrastructure
Accelerator if funded. Due to recent mergers and acquisitions these networks no longer
connect to important marine and intermodal terminals and Class 1 railroads that are key to
economic shipping of agricultural products. If awarded, this grant will support rail and
marine, freight and passenger connections. There are 24 RIA's in the .5, today and there
are very few midwestern programs aimed at the revitalization of rail and marine
infrastructure to support regional agriculture, manufacturing and distribution. These
technical assistance centers help rural and regional industries and producers develop
better projects which can compete more effectively for federal transportation program
dollars.

We support this application to provide additional technical support through this RIA
program and hope to assist planning efforts for the redevelopment of the Great Lakes rail
networks to better serve freight and passengers.

Sincerely,

Hanna Campbell

Michigan Soybean Committee
Market Development Director

3066 W. M-21, 5T. JOHNS, MI 48879
MICHIGANSOYBEAN.ORG
(980 652-3204
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL 11c

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

29 North Wacker Drive Phone: (312)232-1300
Suite 200 Fax: (312) 232-2400
Chicago, Illincds 60606-3208 www_fletcher-sippel.com

JaweTr H. GILEEET

(312) 252-1507 {CFFICE)

(708) B29-3330 {CeLL)
jeilbert@flatcher-sippel.com

June 23, 2023

Carl Ringgold

Program Manager

Eegional Infrastructure Accelerator
Build America Burean

1200 New Jersey Ave SE

Eoom W12-416

Washington, DC 203590
FlA@dot gov

202-366-0751

Subject: Great Lakes Regional Infrastructure Accelerator 20235 RIA Application I|"

Dear Mr. Ringgold:

I am a partner in the law firm of Fletcher & Sippel LLC. Our clients are actively engaged in the
transportation sector. The firm’s focus i3 on rail transportation, although we alzo represent other
transportation sectors, such as ports and rail or port-served shippers. Our clients are located
throughout the U5, and Canada but, given our Midwest base, we have numercus clients within
the geographic area within the five states which are party to the Northwood Fail Transit
Commizsion application. As a partner in Fletcher & Sippel LLC, T support the NWETC 20235
Regional Infrastructure Accelerator Application and I am confident many of my clients share
the goals of WWETC to strengthen and grow the economic vitality of the area served by
NWERTC, most particularly in its efforts to reconnect to the region’s rail network.

Fletcher & Sippel LLC has worked with a gumber of its clients in developing public-private
partnerships and securing and carrying out grant and loan projects designed to improve the rail
infrastructure network in the Midwest and other parts of the TS, Our firm has also represented,
or worked cooperatively with, a piunher of state and local transportation or economic
development departments on such projects as rail infrastructure development, bridge
improvements, installation of rail-highway warning devices, intermodal development, and
improvement of rail service at g puunber of major port locations. My biography is attached and
more information about Fletcher & Sippel can be found on its website: wanw. fletcher-sippel. com.
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FLETCHER & SIPPEL 1Lic

I understand my assistance, if requested, will be provided based upon on-call support services
contract which will be competitively procured based upon the pipeline of projects identified by
the GSGP 2023 Regional Infrastructure Accelerator Technical Assistance Center. T understand
that the pipeline of projects may vary and that thiz Center, if awarded, will be active for a two-
year period. [ understand 1 am not obligated to participate in any on-call assignment if project
time requirements or project skills do not fit my or my organization’s work: workdoad or the
zpecific project involved raises a conflict of interest with services I or my firm may be providing
to clients.

Sincerely yours,

Janet H. Gilbert

Partner

Fletcher & Sippel LLC

280 N, Wacker Drive Suite 300
312/232-1307 (office)
T02/829-3380 (mobile)
jzilbert@fletcher-sippel com
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June 23, 2025

Carl Ringgold - Program Manager

Regional Infrastructure Accelerator

Build America Bureau

1200 New Jersey Ave SE Room W12-426

Washington, DC 20590

RIA@dot.gov 202-366-0751

Subject: Great Lakes Regional Infrastructure Accelerator 2025 sponsored by the
Northwoods Rail Transit Commission.

Barbara W. Wilson supports the Northwoods Rail Transit Commission Great Lakes
Regional Infrastructure Accelerator application for a two-year technical assistance
period to support the predevelopment activities to leverage federal grants and Build
America loan programs such as RIFF and TIFIA. The amount The Northwoods Rail Transit
Commission is requesting is $1.5 million. No match is required.

My company is qualified in the area of raising capital for rail investment, capital projects
and rail equipment. In my position as CEO of RailUSA, LLC we submitted and received
approval for a Railroad Rehabilitation & Improvement (RRIF) loan from the Build America
Bureau of the United States Department of Transportation. In addition, | have 30 years of
experience raising private capital to invest in railroad infrastructure and rolling stock from
private investors, commercial banks, and private equity investors. | have served as the
CEO at both short line railroads and rail equipment leasing companies.

I understand that assistance will be provided based upon on-call support services contract
which will be competitively procured based upon the pipeline of projects identified by the
GSGP 2025 Regional Infrastructure Accelerator Technical Assistance Center. | understand
that the pipeline of projects may vary and that this center if awarded, will be active fora
two-year period. | understand that | am not obligated to participate in any on-call
assignment if project time requirements or project skills do not fit my organization’s
workload.

Sincerely yours,

Barbara W. Weilson
Barbara W. Wilson

Hill Road Partners, LLC

905 E Boca Raton Road
Boca Raton, FL 33432
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