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June 23, 2025 

 

Carl Ringgold - Program Manager 
Regional Infrastructure Accelerator 
Build America Bureau 

1200 New Jersey Ave SE  Room W12-426 
Washington, DC 20590 

RIA@dot.gov  202-366-0751 

 

Subject: Great Lakes Regional Infrastructure Accelerator 2025 sponsored by the 
Northwoods Rail Transit Commission.    
 

Great Lakes Basin Transportation supports the Northwoods Rail Transit Commission Great 
Lakes Regional Infrastructure Accelerator application for a two-year technical 
assistance period to support the predevelopment activities to leverage federal grants and 
Build America loan programs such as RIFF and TIFIA. The amount The Northwoods Rail 
Transit Commission is requesting is $1.5 million.  
 
Great Lakes Basin Transportation is interested in supporting the railroads and ports in our 
region in need of technical assistance activities supported by this Regional Infrastructure 
Accelerator if funded. Due to recent mergers and acquisitions these networks no longer 
connect to important marine and intermodal terminals and Class 1 railroads. The RIA 
program also supports passenger rail activities for which the RIA technical assistance can 
provide technical assistance which is critical for program funding.  If awarded, this grant 
will support rail and marine, freight and passenger connections. There are 24 RIAs in the 
U.S. today and this program has very few midwestern programs aimed at the revitalization 
of rail and marine infrastructure to support regional manufacturing and distribution. These 
technical assistance centers help rural and regional industries and producers develop 
better projects which can compete more effectively for federal transportation program 
dollars.  
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As a Surface Transportation Board class III railroad, we are interested in exploring RRIF, 
TIFIA and other competitive grants. We support this application to provide additional 
technical support through this RIA program and hope to develop a rail project to better 
serve freight and passengers.  
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 

 
 
 
Frank Patton 
Founder/Chairman 
www.greatlakesbasin.net 
708.212.1260 
 

http://www.greatlakesbasin.net/
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June 23, 2025 

 

Carl Ringgold - Program Manager 
Regional Infrastructure Accelerator 
Build America Bureau 

1200 New Jersey Ave SE Room W12-426 
Washington, DC 20590 

RIA@dot.gov  202-366-0751 

Subject: Great Lakes Regional Infrastructure Accelerator 2025 sponsored by the 
Northwoods Rail Transit Commission.    
 

Barbara W. Wilson supports the Northwoods Rail Transit Commission Great Lakes 
Regional Infrastructure Accelerator application for a two-year technical assistance 
period to support the predevelopment activities to leverage federal grants and Build 
America loan programs such as RIFF and TIFIA. The amount The Northwoods Rail Transit 
Commission is requesting is $1.5 million. No match is required.  

My company is qualified in the area of raising capital for rail investment, capital projects 
and rail equipment. In my position as CEO of RailUSA, LLC we submitted and received 
approval for a Railroad Rehabilitation & Improvement (RRIF) loan from the Build America 
Bureau of the United States Department of Transportation. In addition, I have 30 years of 
experience raising private capital to invest in railroad infrastructure and rolling stock from 
private investors, commercial banks, and private equity investors. I have served as the 
CEO at both short line railroads and rail equipment leasing companies. 

I understand that assistance will be provided based upon on-call support services contract 
which will be competitively procured based upon the pipeline of projects identified by the 
GSGP 2025 Regional Infrastructure Accelerator Technical Assistance Center. I understand 
that the pipeline of projects may vary and that this center if awarded, will be active for a 
two-year period. I understand that I am not obligated to participate in any on-call 
assignment if project time requirements or project skills do not fit my organization’s 
workload. 

Sincerely yours, 

Barbara W. Wilson 

Barbara W. Wilson 
Hill Road Partners, LLC 
905 E Boca Raton Road 
Boca Raton, FL 33432 

 


